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CONTACTS
President: John Canham
johndavidcanham@outlook.com
H: 53314305

M: 04 0805 1381

Business Secretary: Susan Clarke
bsamember16@gmail.com M: 04 0943 1960
Treasurer: Allan Moody
agmoody73@gmail.com

M: 04 1434 4230

February
March
April
May
June
July

Open Themed Topic
Kaleidoscope of Colour
Our Pets
Self Portrait
Nude
Trees

August
September
October
November
December

Old Shoes
Old Buildings
Outback
Fantasy
Food & Drink in Black and White

Congratulations go to our most deserving member, Barry Walters, on the occasion of receiving Life Membership
at our Christmas Break Up/General Meeting in December. CONGRATULATIONS barry! Jon Lam won the December
competition and sisters, Shirley and Jenny gave a Christmas “CHEERS” with a cup of coffee.

ARTS AT THE LAKE November to April, 10 till 4 pm is the permitted time Council allows us to be present
at the Lake on Sundays. A huge thank you to Adriana, Kirk, Shirley, Karen, Marg, Lyn Werts, Lyn Cooke, Sue
and other members who have braved the elements confirming our appreciation for this opportunity.
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A few reminders from Sue, in reference to Arts at the Lake:
-A conmittee member is in charge on the day to coordinate the Covid rules that we have to follow. All
need to be double vaccinated to participate.
- Please have sanitiser for your stall.
-If you are going to attend please think about how to display your work in a way that will invite people to
come over and look. A table cloth and stands may help.
- BSA machine is available, if needed. Otherwise, you are responsible for your own money.
-An email will be sent out a couple of days before each Sunday to ascertain who is attending etc.
Thanks to those who have set up so far!
Sue Clarke bsamember16@gmail.com Ph 0409 431 960

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

FEBRUARY 2022

Presidents Report February 2022
Welcome to 2022 everyone, our 40th Year of Incorporation. In December last year, we still had hopes of
2022 being somewhat back to normal and one of celebration. But what is normal anymore? It will be a
bumpy ride
At the time of writing this, our February 5th Committee and General meeting will go ahead. (Check your
email this week just in case). Every member must wear a mask, be fully vaccinated (hopefully with the
booster where time appropriate), check in with our QR code and certainly not have any symptoms of
illness. Members must also feel comfortable attending, so it is understandable if some the group choose
not to. Although there is some optimism that COVID case numbers in Ballarat are on a downward
trajectory, the overall number of positive cases is much higher than in previous years and whilst in the
past, few of us knew anyone testing positive to COVID 19, we all seem to know someone now.
Our 9 X 12 Framed Exhibition is still scheduled to go ahead. A number of the participants have taken
advantage of my offer to fit the “d” rings and cord/wire at my home, but I will bring those components on
the Saturday 5th meeting and endeavour to fit same to anyone’s artwork brought along. If the meeting is
cancelled, I can still do that at my home. For those electing to do that task themselves, I can also supply
the components to complete the task. I have fitted the “D” rings 140mm from the top of the frames. 10 of
our members supplied me suitable photographs (max 10 permitted) which have been utilised in our event
listing at Visit Victoria which has now been approved. However, please feel free to supply further
photographs which can be utilised for display on our webpage and Facebook. I keep all photographs in a
file for each artist.
Over the last two months I have had some discussion with the B.C.C. Events Team regarding the Begonia
Festival Botanic Garden Event from the 11th of March – 14th March. The whole Begonia setup in the
Gardens will be smaller. Originally, I was asked, in return for our free participation, to suggest and organise
a Children’s Painting Activity as we have done in previous years. I was firm in my recommendation that this
be kept on the same lines as last year as this was an activity easy to setup and manage, of little cost and
2

thoroughly enjoyed by all participants. A week ago, I was advised that due to the COVID situation once
again becoming unpredictable, the Children’s Activity would be cancelled. However, our participation
would still be welcome where our artists have their individual displays. Sadly, what is not clear, is the
supply of a free 6 x 3m marquee. This marquee has in the past given us the opportunity to promote our
Society, display our art and merchandise, and give us overnight storage of each participants equipment.
The decision on that Marquee still rests with the Events Team. We will discuss this dilemma at our
Committee Meeting.
Our Annual Art Show at the Robert Clarke Centre is booked for Easter. Please put the dates in your
calendar. Setup Thursday April 14th. Then open Friday 15th – Mon 18th. The display and setup last year were
one of the best. And very favourable commented on by the Robert Clark Centre staff.
A week ago, I received from my nephew in Edinburgh Scotland, a package containing a number of artworks
and prints of my late brother Ray and his wife Rose. These had been chosen by the family here from a
collection of works sold at auction some months ago to raise funds for the James Paget Cancer Centre
where Ray and Rose received their treatment. Over the years, my brother had also collected a number of
artworks of artists he had known and four of those were included in the package. One of the two
displayed below had no signature, but I assumed they were by members of The Great Yarmouth Society of
Artists of which my brother was a member from 1983 -1994. That Society will be celebrating its 100th year
in 2027). After contacting Margaret Carver RMS, the long serving Chairperson, she was to inform me that
the oil was in fact her work and that my brother was the only Society member to have purchased her work.
Today, Margaret is a very well-known and accomplished UK miniaturist artist. Take a moment to google
her, see her miniature work and read her CV. Ian Kent, the artist for the other w/c work, is sadly deceased.

Margaret was also able to give me the full names of the other two works. Frances and I visited one of the
Yarmouth Societies exhibitions back in 1984. The standard was impressive but sadly at that time, did not
meet Margaret. We now have so many artworks at home, that I need to have some sort of rotating display
system. I have never been one to cover the walls with my own work. Perhaps I have some latent desire to
run an art gallery. In any case, “variety is the spice of life” and an artwork is not just a pleasure to look at,
but a constant reminder of the person(s) from whom it came or of the artist you may have known and the
enjoyable times and friendship you had.
Stay Safe
John Canham
President.
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.....And So We Began.
“In many ways, few of us realised when we attended the inaugural meeting on 31st May
1982, the exciting things that were install for us all. Twenty-nine people were present, and
these formed the Ballarat Society of Artists.” Robyn Kittelty, (June 1983).
The first meeting of the Ballarat Society of Artists was held on Monday 31st May 1982 at
8pm, in the then B.R.A.C.E building, formally, Urquhart St State School, 602 Urquhart Street
Ballarat. There were twenty-nine people in attendance. The meeting was opened by Robyn
Kittelty.
It was decided that the constitution should read as follows:
•
•
•
•

It was suggested that the name for the group would be Ballarat Society of Artists.
The society would include artists that worked in drawing, sketching, pen and wash, water colour and oils.
Membership fee $10 per year, plus 50c room fee per night.
Business meetings were to be held on the first Tuesday of the month, 8pm and painting workshop on the 3 rd
Tuesday of the month.
• Newssheets would be distributed monthly. Viv Howell to be editor.
• Painting day to be held on Tuesday 8th June at Buninyong.
• Guest speakers to be invited to address the general meetings on the first Tuesday of each month.
• Trash and treasure as first mean of fundraising.
• The first Art Show would be held on 3rd, 4th and 5th of September at B.R.A.C.E. Stands would be sourced from
APEX.
Elections were held:
President:
Vice President:

K. Kittelty
Trevor Toulmin.

Secretary:

Lennyce Westaway.

Assistant Secretary:

Tom Troughton

Treasurer:

Mary Phyland

Assistant Treasurer:

Val Farrington

There were also some sub-Committees formed:
Public Relations and Publicity: N. Stirling and Peter Bryan.
Out of Town Art Show Co-ordinator: Joan Pentridge and Val Perrin.
Social Committee and Fund Raising: Thelma Cameron, Cheryl Tebble, Joy Waller, Jim.
Val, Tantau, Jan McKay, Viv Howell, Kath, Keith McLean, Joy Dickson, Val McRoberts,
Isobel Kemp, Trevor, Joy Toulmin.
Art Show Committee: Trevor, Joy Toulmin, Brian Kenna, Joy Dickson, Peter Bryan, Thelma
Cameron, Carmel Spicer.

And so began the first very productive year of the Society, which saw a very successful Art Show, some smaller
shows, a weeklong art camp at Halls Gap, and member’s art on show in some of the businesses around town.
“It has been a busy time with many Art Society members being successful and selling paintings both locally and
statewide.” R. Kittelty. President 1982
Susanne Graham
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JOKES FROM MEMBERS
How Children Perceive Their Grandparents
1. My young grandson called the other day to wish me happy birthday.
He asked me how old I was, and I told him, 80. My grandson was quiet
for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start at 1?"
2. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into
old slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded to wash her hair. As she
heard the children getting more and more rambunctious, her patience
grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her head and stormed into
their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she left
the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a trembling voice,
"Who was THAT?"
3. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own
childhood was like. "We used to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing
made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our
pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods."
The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure
wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!"
4. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you
know how you and God are alike?" I mentally polished my halo and I
said, "No, how are we alike?'' "You're both real old," he replied.
5. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather's word
processor. She told him she was writing a story.
"What's it about?" he asked.
"I don't know," she replied. "I can't read."
6. I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colours yet, so I
decided to test her. I would point out something and ask what colour it
was. She would tell me, and she was always correct. It was fun for me,
so I continued. At last, she headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I
think you should try figuring out some of this stuff for yourself!"
7. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm
not sure." "Look in your underwear, Grandpa," he advised. "Mine says
I'm 4 to 6."
8. "Give me a sentence about a public servant," instructed the teacher
during a lesson. One small boy wrote: "The fireman came down the
ladder pregnant." The teacher took the lad aside to correct him. "Don't
you know what pregnant means?" she asked.
"Sure," said the young boy confidently. 'It means carrying a child."
9. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their home one day
when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck
was a dalmatian dog.
The children started discussing the dog's duties.
"They use him to keep crowds back," offered one child.
"No," said another, "he's just for good luck."
A third child brought the argument to a close. "They use the dogs," she
said firmly, "to find the fire hydrants."
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10. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, "she
lives at the airport, and when we want her, we just go get her. Then,
when we're done having her visit, we take her back to the airport."
11. My Grandparents are funny. When they bend over, you hear gas
leaks, and they blame their dog.

THE LUME, Multi-sensory digital art gallery Melbourne opens with Van Gogh experience
Image Reference: Gloria Brancatisano
Text Reference:
https://discover.ticketmaster.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/the-lume-van-gogh-exhibitionmelbourne-2021-1.jpg.webp

Immerse yourself in the world of Van Gogh as you
walk through silent galleries viewing his
masterpieces.
The Lume, a permanent digital art gallery offers us
to experience the life and works of Vincent van
Gogh.
His works are some of the most instantly
recognisable in history and this presentation brings
to life Van Gogh’s epic-scale masterpieces, together
with musical soundscapes, aromas food and
beverage offerings. A reimagining of 3,000
paintings, sketches, letters and archive photos burst
to life as part of the extraordinary multisensory
experience.
Huge scale versions of Van Gogh’s masterpieces will be projected onto walls, columns and floors. This
imagery will be accompanied with powerful, vibrant aromas, light and sound. A life-sized bedroom of Van
Gogh and a mirrored infinity room of sunflowers are two of the exhibits.
Above: Van Gogh Self Portraits
Tickets are on sale now via Ticketmaster.com.au.
THE LUME Melbourne is open seven days a week. Our Standard Opening Hours are:
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Monday - Thursday: 10am - 8pm
Friday: 10am - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 9pm
Sunday: 9am - 8pm
The LUME Melbourne is located at Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 5 Convention Centre Place, South Wharf.
It is next to the Novotel Hotel and across the road from DFO South Wharf. The closest entry doors are
located at the top of the roundabout. Once inside the building, you will find The LUME located next to
Door 17. Please follow all directional signage or reach out to one of the friendly customer service staff for
further guidance.
Ticket prices start at:
$39 - $54 for adults
$36 - $51 concession (seniors, pensioners and students)
$29 - $41 for children (youth) ages 4-17*
Food and beverages will be available inside the venue at Café Terrace 1888. The menu reflects classic
French café culture with a nod to Dutch cuisine. Small bites, light meals, share plates, children’s dishes, and
indulgent desserts will feature, alongside a comprehensive selection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages. Bookings are not required.
Many thanks to Brian for this Newsletter contribution.

Father O’Malley rose from his bed one morning. It was a fine Spring
Day in his new West Texas mission parish. He walked to the window of
his bedroom to get a deep breath of the beautiful day outside. He then
noticed there was a jackass lying dead in the middle of his front lawn.
He promptly called the local police station.
The conversation went like this:
“Good morning. This is Sergeant Jones. How might I help you?”
“And the best of the day te yerself. This is Father O’Malley at St. Ann’s Catholic Church. There’s a
jackass lying dead in me front lawn and would ye be so kind as to send a couple o’yer lads to take care
of the matter?”
Sergeant Jones, considering himself to be quite a wit and recognizing the foreign accent, though he
would have a little fun with the good father and replied, “Well now Father, it was always my impression
that you people took care of the last rites!” There was dead silence on the line for a long moment ………….
Father O’Malley then replied: “Aye, ‘tis certainly true; but we are also obliged to notify the next of kin
first, which is the reason for me call.”
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Gladys Toering celebrated a birthday at the end of the year with the
Sebastopol Art Group during their Christmas Break-up. Thank you to
Isabella for the cake.
There is always room for more members. Contact me, Denise, or talk with
one of the group about joining us.

LYN COOKE – ARTIST OF THE MONTH
“Regent Bowerbird” by Lyn Cooke
I was born at a very young age, a baby boomer of outer Melbourne suburbia.
The sole concession to the visual arts in my home was a landscape print above
the fireplace. At least it wasn’t “Dogs Playing Poker’ that graced the wall of the
neighbours’ house. Such was my artistic heritage.
My obsession with drawing was viewed with disapprobation by my parents who
had probably never thought of visiting a gallery or exhibition. At school, Art
was my favourite subject, needless to say. I continued with it throughout
secondary school. In Year 12, part of the assessment was based on a practical
exam: given a title, a completed painting had to be produced within 3 hours.
Apparently, this is how artists work.
The opening of the NGV in St Kilda Road broadened my artistic appreciation and knowledge. I was a frequent visitor
and spent days wandering around its collections, not to mention lounging on the floor of the Great Hall admiring the
ceiling.
After completing tertiary studies, I moved to the Ballarat area to pursue a primary teaching career and a more selfsufficient lifestyle. This involved renovating a rambling old country house (fortunately my budget and expectations
were not high, as there was not a right angle in the place), experimenting with various crafts, and contributing to the
seasonal zucchini glut. When time permitted, I continued to draw.
Adult education courses and various workshops provided some information about painting materials and
techniques, although I am largely self-taught. I have learned an enormous amount from studying the work of artists I
admire, as well interacting with other painters, most of whom are BSA members. My interest in the natural world
has always informed my art practice. Australian fauna, particularly our spectacular birdlife provides endless
inspiration. It’s also a good excuse to go on extended field trips in the name of research (also known as holidays). I
have experimented with other media but find watercolour the most successful for achieving the level of detail I want
in my wildlife paintings. Gouache and pigmented inks are also regularly employed.
After about a decade I was able to reduce my teaching hours to work half-time. This provided me with sufficient
income (I’ve always been passionate about not starving to death) while allowing me more time to concentrate on
art. I have never looked back and was soon in a position to resign from regular employment. Working at painting is a
lot more satisfying than working.
Many awards and commendations have come my way. My paintings have been reproduced on greeting cards,
bookmarks, limited edition prints, calendars, needlework kits and other paraphernalia.
I don’t know how you retire if you are an artist.
Old artists never die, they just draw flies.
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“Rufous Fantail”

“Rainbow Bee Eaters”

Many thanks to you Lyn for agreeing to provide this delightfully humorous biography. Denise.
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LYN WERTS - 2 MAN SAW COMMISSION

The team of horses and dray are placed in the centre of the saw and on each side of the team are scenes from Warrenheip. Lyn’s
sensitive play of the crisp lines of the horses sit well with the more out of focus areas of the work. I have seen this beautiful
piece and the photos do not do it justice. The Commission also required Lyn to include his 7 grandchildren and his dogs.
Congratulations Lyn on another great work on steel.

Warrenheip State School

Warrenheip Brewery and Warrenheip
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Locals will recognise the school, the shops and Brewery. Some of you have attended Warrenheip State
School.

CHRISTMAS
Christmas catch up after the General Meeting in December. Isabella keeping the men in line, Brian holding
his own in a conversation with two of our ladies. Adriana Rangel, Jon Lam and Shirley B were the lucky
winners of the Christmas Raffle.
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Susanne and Lyn chatting at our December meeting while Sue taps away keeping up with the Meeting
notes.
Calendar
Mercure Exhibition

February 14th- March 27th

Saturday 5th
Brown Hill Uniting Church
Humffray Street
North Ballarat 10:30am
NO ACCESS TO KITCHEN

Denise Adams (Newsletter Editor)
denise_cobb@outlook.com or phone me on 0410291950
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