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MONTHLY TOPICS
Nude
Trees
Old Shoes
Old Buildings
Outback
Fantasy

December

Food & Drink in Black and White

Below: Jon Lam and Brian Lawrence, 1st and 2nd in the May Competition, Portraits. Jon was good enough
to share a very personal insight into the symbols he has included in his watecolour self-portrait. I am sure I
was not the only one with a tear in their eye as Jon concluded his explanation. Many thanks Jon. Brian,
always the man with a pencil in his pocket executed a great likeness with his self-portrait. Congratulations
boys!
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FEATURED ARTIST LISA TOMLINSON
Lisa, a relatively new member created a self-portrait with a familiar face
covering for the Monthly Competition. Lisa is our Featured Artist this
month………..
As a child I was fond of creating art but my passion growing up was to be a vet
and for that I needed to choose the more academic subjects, so art was not an
option. I actually ended up studying pharmacy and qualified as a pharmacist in
the UK in 1995.
Shortly after I relocated to Australia, initially for 12 months, but loved living here and so we decided to
stay. I did the occasional pencil drawing over the years but in 2012 whilst bored at home I picked up an HB
pencil and started to draw. My subject was a horse, I had owned, ridden, bred and worked with horses for
over 40 years, and I have a particular passion for the Arabian horse. Even today if I am experimenting with
a new medium or technique I often choose to start with an Arabian.
My first drawing I thought was excellent although looking back it was mediocre at best, but this simple
drawing ignited my passion for creating art, particularly animal portraits.
From graphite pencil I progressed to charcoal and then onto soft pastels. Using cheaper alternatives at
first, my favourite pastel brand I currently use is Sennelier, with a combination of Faber Castell, Caran
d’ache and Carbothello pastel pencils, each brand bringing different qualities to the paper.
I began accepting a few pet portrait commissions and my art flourished from there, improving with each
portrait completed. I love creating the detailed artwork showing individual hairs and feathers and intricate
bridle work.
A few years into my art journey I experimented with oil paints and was fortunate to be able to attend
Robyn Kittelty-Rednab’s art classes where I learned valuable techniques and importance of the colour
wheel. I also loved the free bold strokes and use of the infamous “donger”, such a change from the
restrictive paintings I tended to undertake. I still enjoy using oil paints and incorporate them into my
detailed style.
Another medium I have had success with are colour pencils. I love the versatility of the Prismacolour
pencils on different surfaces and also frequently use mineral solvents to blend the under layers. Colour
pencils are also very effective when applied to drafting film which is a unique surface.
I consider myself to be a versatile self-taught artist, and enjoy using the many different mediums and
surfaces to create my art, I look forward to trying new techniques such as watercolour as I continue my
love affair with creating art.

“Seascape” (Oil on Canvas)
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“Bridled Horse” (Oil on Colour fix paper)

“Horse Profile” (Colour pencil on toned Strathmore paper)

“Arabian Colt”(Pastel on Pastelmat)

“Buckskin Horse” (Pastel on Pastelmat)
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“Ballerina” (Oil on Canvas)
“Lady” (Black Pitt oil pencil on paper)
“Koala” (Prisma Colour on Drafting Film)
“Numbat” (Pastel on Pastelmat)
“Tiger” (Pastel on Hennemueler velour paper)
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LUNCH AT BROWN HILL AFTER THE MAY MEETING

Sharmaine, Lyn Cooke & Karen Garrett

Trudy Nichols, Adriana and her partner Scott

Adriana, David & Denise Adams, Jeanette & Jon

Jeanetter Rankin, Jon Lam and John Canham
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TRUDY’S WORDS AS REQUESTED BY SUE CLARKE
This is quite the surprise for me to be writing in the BSA newsletter.
As Vice President, I guess I need to step up and see what I can do in
this regard.
Firstly, I need to once again write a Huge Thank You to John Canham,
for his many years of BSA leadership as President. The List of events
and exhibitions of BSA have already been listed, but John’s
understanding and knowledge of all BSA goings on is extraordinary.
We Thank You John for your over and above efforts and resilience during those years of
leadership especially during the last two years.
We have exhibition opportunities ahead that will once again enable us to be out in the Ballarat
Community. Details will be made known soon.
Our up-and-coming workshops within BSA should be a great incentive to all of us to not only
practice, but also learn new techniques and have a bit of fun at the same time.
Sue keeps us all abreast of events and goings on around the town and district, and I wish to
thank her for that. I find that Life just gets in the way sometimes and I lose track of events and
goings on.
Here’s to the year ahead, with an air of positivity all around us, and hopefully the “covid” nasty
keeps its distance.
It was great that Amie from Accent Framing dropped into the meeting last month.
With the Pastel Mat paper purchased from there, I was able to complete a charcoal piece. Her art
supplies are increasing, and she is eager to find out what type of materials she can order in for
the art community.

Trudy Nicholson (apprentice newsletter
scribbler.)
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CORRIDOR ART SPACE
I was talking to Brett at the Trades Hall. They are ready and waiting for our art in the Corridor Space. If you are interested, please
contact me, Sue, via email, text or phone to organise your spot in this space.bsamember16@gmail.com Ph 0409 431 960

GRAPEVINE
The Colourful Group have had a successful Exhibition and the we, the women are applying for an Exhibition at Art
Space for 2023.
If this is the first time you have heard about it, it is not too late. Contact Susan Clarke. Sue’s
details for contact are on the front page of this Newsletter. Art Space is a wonderful space. Fingers crossed it happens
for us.

WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOP
Brian’s Workshop was well attended. Karen Garrett’s work was top class, however I don’t know who did
well in the colour session after lunch. We were well fed and caffeinated throughout the day. Hats off to our
clever Adriana for organising Brian, and together, producing a great workshop. w you Brian and Adriana.
Adriana is spending a few weeks with her family in Columbia. We wish her a happy holiday.
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CALENDAR
SHERBROOKE ART GALLERY

April 30th - June 25th

PRESENTS THE 52nd STREETON, ROBERTS, McCUBBIN
AWARDS

Entries close April 15th
Enquiries: vassart.design@gmail.com www.sherbrookegallery.com

33rd CASTLEMAINE ROTARY ART EXHIBITION

Opening: Thursday evening June 9th with a Gala event and close on
Monday June 13th, this being the Annual Queen's Birthday
Weekend.
April 24

Mailout of Entry Forms by Email and Postal

May 22

Closing Date for Entry Forms

June 5

Dropoff of Artwork

June 10 - 13 Exhibition open for viewing and sales 10 am - 4 pm
PYRENEES ART EXHIBITION AND BOOK SALE

Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 June 10am - 5pm
Monday 13 June 10am - 2pm
Admission $10 (includes Devonshire Tea) Beaufort Shire Hall,
Lawrence St, Beaufort

Check out www.pyreneesartexhibition.org for more details.

OUR SOON TO BE, NEW NEWSLETTER EDITIOR - CHERYL
Cheryl has had a painful death to deal with very recently and when she is able Cheryl will be
hitting the keyboard for July’s Newsletter.
Thankfully we have new members to glean Monthly Artists from. Lisa Tomlinson is sharing her
fabulous equine works and more, with us this month. Lisa will give a talk at the June meeting.
Thank you Lisa and Cheryl.

Saturday 4th June
Brown Hill Uniting Church
Humffray Street
North Ballarat 10:30am
Denise Adams (Newsletter Editor)
denise_cobb@outlook.com or phone me on 0410291950
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