JUNE 2019
Introducing our President re-elect, I give you our hardworking,
never complaining, John Canham. Many thanks to you John for
continuing to work in this most important and often time
consuming role. You were, without a doubt the very best
candidate.
Winners are Grinners and here are the winners of the May,
Monthly Art Competition ‘BRIDGES’, Brian Lawrence first and
Peter Macdonald second.

MONTHLY
PAINTING
COMPETITION
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Native Animals
People
Birds
Abstract
Miniature 4”x4”
Nudes
Black and White
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HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY NORMA
The lovely Norma Webster, a member since 2017
has reached an important milestone, one which
we were able to celebrated at our recent
luncheon after the Annual Meeting. Norma
turned 90 on the 17th May. Norma is particularly
skilled in the painting of animals and assures us
the secret to a successful pet portrait, lies in the
eyes.

David Paton has left us for 4 months to travel the
world with his wife. Let’s hope he returns with
many photographs so that we too may enjoy his
travels. Safe travels David.

CONTACTS
President: John Canham
johnatbsa@yahoo.com.au
H: 53314305
M: 04 0805 1381
Secretary: Sharmaine Riches
skayriches@bigpond.com
M: 04 0032 3066
Treasurer: Allan Moody
moody@ncable.net.au
M: 04 1434 4230
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2019-2020
As well as our President re-elect, John Canham, let me introduce the Committee Members.
Vice President: Peter Macdonald
Treasurer: Allan Moody
Secretary: Sharmaine Riches
Assistant Secretary: Susan (Sue) Clarke
Marshals: John Canham and Barry Walters
Jennifer Sutterby, Brian Lawrence and Denise Adams

Peter Macdonald

Allan Moody

Sharmaine Riches

Sue Clarke

Barry Walters

Jennifer Sutterby

Brian Lawrence

Denise Adams
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
June 2019
Welcome to winter everyone and to the first newsletter of our
new editor Denise Adams. I hope you will take a few minutes
to read my AGM report.
Thank you to all members that attended our AGM and in particular to those that nominated
for positions on the new committee. My thanks also to those members who agreed to
undertake other tasks by appointment especially our librarians. Whilst on the day we were
unable to fill the role of Secretary, Sharmaine Riches has now accepted that position. In all
incorporated not for profit organisations, the secretary is our official link to the State
Government Dept. that overseas NFP incorporated organisations and their annual returns.
For a while, Susan Graham will remain that official link until Sharmaine has become familiar
with our particular operations. Susan Clarke as Assistant Secretary will of course continue in
her supportive role. We will also endeavour to appoint an assistant to our treasurer Allan
Moody as explained in my AGM report. Please refer to the new list of committee members
elsewhere in the newsletter.
Whilst the new committee oversees the general operation of the Society, it is important that
members let us know their views, opinions and ideas. You can do this by speaking to a
member of the committee, putting your views in writing or expressing them at meetings.
Every member has the right to express their opinion. Others may not agree with them, but
what is of paramount importance is that those views are expressed in a polite and reasonable
manner.
So getting back to art? Well from a personal perspective I have done very little of brush to
canvas but currently putting brush to cardboard in the form of a stage set of a small house for
a local primary school production of The Wizard of Oz. It has been very satisfying combining
recycling, construction skills and then the artwork. It is a job in progress and I am having
problems keeping the grandkids from utilising it along the way. I have also made a visit this
week to the Art Gallery of Ballarat. I find it does lift and inspire me especially after a weekend
I would rather forget. I can thoroughly recommend the current temporary exhibitions.
“Becoming Modern “, Australian women artists 1920 -1950 is an amazing collection of
artwork covering so many genres. There is work here to please everyone along with the
fascinating works in The Guirguis New Art Prize exhibition. The NextGen Exhibition is now
over and the winner of our People’s Choice Award has been decided. I am waiting to hear
when the presentation will be made.
By the time you receive this newsletter, the Apron Festival of which we are a part will be over.
I hope members involved in that will be able to report a successful weekend. We are provided
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free space in the venue in return for the loan of our stands and assistance in their setup. My
sincere thanks to those members that assisted with bump in and bump out.
That’s about it for now so see you at the meeting.
John Canham.

PRESIDENT’S AGM REPORT
FOR 2018-19
Thank you all once again for your attendance today and a special welcome to those new
members for whom this is their first AGM. I have now lost count of how many of these
reports I have written and it becomes a challenge to write one that is fresh, enlightening,
visionary and not an update of the one I wrote last year. On that, I failed miserably.
So I’ll start off by saying once again that this Society continues to offer, friendship and
support to its members, avenues to improve their artistic skills and opportunities to show
them to the public by way of their art. We have also continued to support and encourage art
in this community, for which I have a strong personal commitment and for which we have a
continuing good reputation.
In Newsletters throughout the past year I have reported in detail on our events so it only
needs me now to thank the members who have contributed and those in particular that
have been responsible for our event organisation and implementation. Of utmost
importance are those members completing the day to day tasks of this Society including
those running the Library and Saturday painting and those that are always on hand to help
“bumping in and out” of our exhibitions.
Having people around you that share the burden of office and willingly contribute and offer
help, is one reason why this Society has continued to function for nearly three decades.
However, renewal is always essential, It ensures we have new ideas, changes where needed
and an organisation that reflects the needs of its members and its constitution. For all sorts
of reasons, committee members need to “take a break”. In this regard, as many of you are
aware, Susanne Graham will be retiring as Secretary. Susanne has done an incredible job
and, as well has her normal Secretarial duties, has redesigned, edited and circulated our
monthly newsletter, such an important part of this organisation. Susanne will be a hard act
to follow but I am confident that those that take over will put their individual mark on the
role. So thank you Susanne for your passion, skill and dedication.
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Running the Society is not a complicated affair and similar to performing any task, many
hands make light work. In the coming year it is important that we put in place a system that
allows any member to see our organisational requirements. For example. A chronological
list of all the tasks that are required
to organise our involvement in the Begonia Festival. It is a policy that all organisations
should have in place. It assists continuance of operation of a new committee and
importantly, in an emergency, shows what has been done and what needs to be done. An
exception to this is maintaining the accounts of this Society. It is a task that is not easily put
on paper and requires some accounting methods knowledge, but not a degree in
mathematics. We are fortunate that our Treasurer Allan Moody, who continues to perform
this task admirably has agreed to renominate as treasurer but urgently needs to train a
member in the operation of the system he has put in place. This is an opportunity for one of
our members to gain a basic but invaluable knowledge of accounting procedure which
would benefit them as well as this Society. Having to have this work done professionally
outside the Society would be very expensive and seriously affect our finances.
Over the last few years, our membership has fallen by a third. Whilst this directly affects our
yearly income, due to our prudent financial management, we can for now, weather that
particular issue. However, with our ever rising costs the income stream issue will need to be
managed especially when you consider that despite our recent Annual Art Show attracting
around 1500 visitors and I think generally considered a great success, profit to the Society
from that event amounted to only $353.00. From a purely commercial point of view, this
may be unacceptable but we must remember we are a Not For Profit organisation and we
do these events as a display and sale of the best of our art, as a contribution to the public’s
enjoyment of art and the promotion of our Society. Whether in the future we need to make
changes to our fees policy or other measures to generate more income is an issue we must
be prepared to address when the need arises.
My sincere thanks once again to all members of the outgoing committee, to those members
performing positions of appointment and to family and friends who continue to make a
huge contribution, often unseen.
And finally, especially at this time, my thoughts of those dealing with the recent loss of
loved ones, those dealing with illness and coping with other of life’s difficulties. But for all of
you, I hope that your membership of this Society will always contribute some pleasure and
comfort in your life ahead.
Thank You.
John Canham, President.
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I’d like to share John’s latest project. A dear
little house for the Wizard of Oz Primary
School production. I don’t see any sign of
either Dorothy or Toto. Your grand kids must
be chuffed with this effort John.

JOHN WILSON WORKSHOP
“JOHN WILSON WORKSHOP 14/15th Sept.
Please note that, at this stage, the workshop is going ahead as John has graciously said he could
wait another month or two. I have a couple of ‘out of towners’ which means things are looking
brighter. I still have places to fill if anyone is interested.
Please commence making your payments of $235.00 to Allan, or me if I am at meeting; at this
stage it will be the full amount if you can make it. Be assured if the workshop is cancelled you
will receive a full reimbursement.
Happy painting, Trish (patricia3may@gmail.com / 0419886772

QUOTE OF THE MONTH submitted
by Dave Adams
Don’t think about making Art, just get it done.
Let everyone else decide if it is good or bad,
WHETHER they LOVE it or HATE it.
While they are deciding make even more ART!

ANDY WARHOL
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JOKE OF THE MONTH submitted by Allan Moody
Too funny not to share………..
The ‘Middle Wife’ by an Anonymous 2nd grade teacher.
I’ve been teaching now for about 15 years. I have two kids myself, but the best birth story I
know is the one I saw in my own second grade classroom a few years back.
When I was a kid I loved ‘Show-and-Tell’, so I always have a few sessions with my students.
It helps them get over shyness and usually, Show-and-Tell is pretty tame. Kids bring in pet
turtles, model airplanes, pictures of fish they catch, stuff like that. And I never, ever, place
any boundaries or limitations on them. If they want to lug it into school and talk about it,
they’re welcome.
Well, one day this little girl, Erica, a very bright, very outgoing kid takes her turn and
waddles up to the front of the class with a pillow stuffed under her sweater. She holds up a
snapshot of an infant. “This is Luke, my baby brother, and I’m going to tell you about his
birthday”.
“First, Mom and Dad made him as a symbol of their love, and then Dad put a seed in my
Mom’s stomach, and Luke grew in there. He ate for 9 months through an umbrella cord.”
She’s standing there with her hands on the pillow and I’m trying not to laugh and wishing I
had my camcorder with me. The kids are watching her in amazement. Erica continues…….
“Then about 2 Saturdays ago my Mum starts going, “Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh!”. Erica puts her hand
behind her back and groans. “She walked around the house for, like an hour, “Oh, Oh, Oh!”.
Now this kid is doing an hysterical duck walk and groaning. My Dad called the middle wife.
She delivers babies but she doesn’t have a sign on the car like the Domino’s man. They got
my Mom to lie down in bed like this”. Erica lies down with her back against the wall. “And
then, POP! My Mom had this bag of water she kept in there in case he got thirsty and it just
blew up and spilled all over the bed, like psshhheew!” This kid has her legs spread with her
little hands miming water flowing away. It was too much!
“Then the middle wife starts saying, “push, push” and “breathe, breathe”. They started
counting but never even got past ten. Then, all of a sudden, out comes my brother. He was
covered in yucky stuff that they all said was from Mom’s play-centre, so there must be a lot
of toys inside there. When he got out, the middle wife spanked him for crawling up there in
the first place”.
Then Erica stood up, took a big theatrical bow and returned to her seat. I’m sure I applauded
the loudest. Ever since then, when it is Show-and-Tell day, I bring my camcorder, just in case
another ‘Middle Wife’ comes along.
Now you have 2 choices…..laugh and turn this page or pass this along to someone else to
spread the laughs. I know what I did!!!
Live every day as if it is your last chance to make someone happy! Laugh uncontrollably, it
clears the mind.
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MEMBER’S HELPFUL HINTS
When encouraged to share a HELPFUL HINT, Linton, with a straight face, suggested using small
atomizers to keep water colour paper and palettes damp. Linton credits Brian Lawrence with this
HINT.
A friend of Jill’s made this wooden tool to aid in the opening of difficult to open paint tubes. There
are 3 different sized holes, and it works very well.

Would interested members please write their HELPFUL HINTS down and hand them to me, Denise.

SATURDAY PAINTING
Another good roll up for Saturday painting. Priscilla chose to watch paint dry while Jenny
and Shirley worked with Brian on watercolours. Here are some happy snaps from Saturday
18th May. And a big thank to Linton for the cake.

Linton Horsfield

Jenny Clark, Shirley Bosher and
Brian Lawrence
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Priscilla Corlett and Jill Barrett

Val Severino

TRADES HALL CORRIDOR ART SPACE
Speak to Sue Clarke concerning the
hanging of your work at ‘The Corridor
Space’.
At 10am on the Monday following each
Monthly Meeting, Sue makes herself
available at Trades Hall to supervise the
changeover of work.
An A4 sheet, your CV, will accompany
your work and should include a short
blurb about yourself and your work.
Hand your CV to Sue or email Sue sclarke660@gmail.com

BALLARAT ART GALLERY
BECOMING MODERN AUSTRALIAN WOMEN ARTISTS 1920–1950.
18 APRIL-14 AUGUST 2019
During the early decades of the 20th century, women were becoming more visible in the arts in
Australia than ever before. Increased access to art schools meant that more women artists were
becoming professional artists, showing their work and achieving exposure through publications such
as Art in Australia and its sister publication The Home.
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Joy Hester
Woman with Hen
No date
watercolour on
paper

Bertha Bennett
Burleigh
No risks accepted
Ink on cardboard

Reference: https://artgalleryofballarat.com.au/whats-on/

N A N A O H N E SO R G E : N O P I C N IC A T N G A N N E LO N G
20 April 2019- 25 August 2019
German-Australian artist Nana Ohnesorge was 21 years old when she was Peter Weir’s 1975
film Picnic at Hanging Rock on German television. At the time, she was deeply affected by
the power, spirituality and mystery of country and its ancestors. After moving to Australia,
further research led to an understanding of significance of Hanging Rock (Ngannelong) as a
site of deep spiritual significance for the Wurundjeri people and for the Taungurung and Dja
dja wurrung peoples.
Reference: https://artgalleryofballarat.com.au/whats-on/

BACKSPACE GALLERY
LIZ SOUTER RETROSPECTIVE: FOUR DECADES OF BASKETMAKING
30 May 2019–16 June 2019
Liz Souter turned basket-making into an art form, creating sculptural works from homegrown and recycled materials. Her stitched baskets, made from threads such as precious
silks and indigo dyed camel hair, could take many hours to make. She travelled widely
absorbing influences from other cultures but was always original with a richness and fine
eye for decorative touches.
Curated by Kate Souter
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Image: Liz Souter, Trinket box, ca. 1990, Jacaranda
twigs, hazel wood, handmade paper, beads.
Reference:https://artgalleryofballarat.com.au/gallery_exhibitions/backspace/

WINTER DRAWING WITH POD
“I’m so delighted to announce that the next “Winter Drawing with POD”, will
be on Sunday 2nd June, 11am-2pm (come for some, or all of the time). We’ll
meet at Kittelty’s Café at the Art Gallery of Ballarat for a cuppa and then make
our way into the Gallery to draw! Just bring your pencils and journals for this
one – no paints or easels thank you”.
POD
“I have previously attended 3 of these outings with POD and am looking forward to
participating in this upcoming one. Why not take advantage of another’s planning and
organisation”.
Denise Adams

Saturday 1st June
Brown Hill Uniting Church
Humffray Street North
Ballarat
10:30am.
Please bring a plate to share for lunch.
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