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MONTHLY PAINTING
COMPETITION
DECEMBER

Black and White

Winners for October’s Monthly Competition were:
Joan Tallent and Peter Mcdonald. Congatulations
Joan and Peter.
The photo below shows the BSA Committee holding
our meeting at Trades Hall on Sunday 1st November.
We adheared to protocol by using masks and
sanitiser. Sadly no coffee and cakes.
Left to Right: Allan, Sharmaine, Sue, Suzanne, Karen,
Colleen, Denise, Jennifer and our President, John
Canham.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
NOVEMBER 2020
Presidents Report November 2020.
Hi Everyone.
Welcome to the world of “no lockdown”. After many weeks of contact via emails, the committee was able to convene
a meeting at the Trades hall on Sunday the 1st November. Brett Edgington (Secretary of Trades Hall) had indicated
that, subject to pandemic rules, we could have a short Summer Exhibition in the Hall during December. After some
discussion, it was agreed that taking all things into account, this would not be viable until visitor numbers got back to
normal in the Camp Street precinct including the full opening of the Art Gallery. However, we would like to remind
and encourage members that our permit to exhibit and sell artwork at Lake Wendouree on Sundays during summer,
(weather permitting) commences on the 6th December. The Lake precinct is always very popular with locals and
hopefully an influx of visitors from out of town. We think concentrating on this outside venue would be of greater
benefit. Sales at the Lake made through our banking facility will be subject to a commission of 10%. The Committee
will meet again on Sunday 22nd November prior to the last issue of the Newsletter for the year.
Allan Moody and I have done some further work on the BSA trailer. It is now close to being fully functional with just a
little more to do with the racking system for the frames and some groundworks around the carport at BUCH. On
returning the trailer to storage last week, I noticed that a Split System air conditioner had been installed in the meeting
room. Hopefully we will get to experience its performance in the not too distant future.
Over the last couple of weeks, I have made an effort to get back into the swing of things by painting some still life
subjects. Hopefully this will prepare me for getting out with friends to paint plein air over the summer. I struggled a
bit getting the lids off a couple of tubes of oil paint and ending up splitting them and having fun getting the paint off
my hands and anything I touched when trying not to! I am quite good at it……………………………….., I have had a lot of
practice.
Recently I took the opportunity to get Colleen Simmons to produce a number of coasters using my artwork. I arranged
these in 9 different sets of four. Whilst I have thoughts of selling some of them “somewhere” to recoup my costs, I
have given a number away to close family here and overseas. I posted them off already just to make sure they got
there before Christmas. Those sent to Edinburgh Scotland arrived before those sent to Melbourne!
I have also been talking to my brother Ray (now a retired artist) in the UK via skype about every 2 weeks. He is still
struggling with the loss of his wife Rose, but we get around to talking about art and I sense a definite lift in his spirits.
We discussed the book I am currently reading, “David Hockney” by Marco Livingstone and he mentioned that he visited
an exhibition in London during the 60’s and could have purchased a David Hockney artwork for 380 pounds. Still a lot
of money then, but affordable. He did not of course but reflects on the missed opportunity especially when a Hockney
sold for 90.3 million pounds in 2018. He also reflected on a beautiful George Stubbs Horse picture he dearly wanted
to purchase for 4000 pounds in the early 70’s. At the time he and Rose had 7000 pounds saved to buy a house. After
a couple of days not stopping talking about it, Rose had had enough and said “Just go and buy it then”. He did not of
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course, they purchased their house. One Stubbs painting fetched 22.4 million pounds a few years back. I am sure we
all have plenty of stories like this and while they make interesting conversation, we must remember to put those
decision making moments in their proper context as they did when they purchased the house. The David Hockney
book is a very interesting read despite the “art speak” at times needing to be deciphered. The following quotation in
the book by Hockney is one that I found particularly interesting.
“I think your past work sometimes becomes a burden; I think it is for a lot of artists around today. In a way they’re
burdened with what they see as commitment, but might not be truly commitment anyway, and it might be severely
limiting in what really expressive qualities they wish to deal with. I think that happens when you’re older and I think it
causes a kind of crisis. All artist can go through that and if you come out of it the other side, you come out richer, the
art comes out richer and wider and better.”
During training as a teacher back in the 70’s, my brother’s wife Rose completed some artworks. She was very talented,
and her abstract works were and are much admired. The one pictured below (title lost), completed around 1976, sadly
suffered some water damage in storage but despite that, it will be treasured by Ray and the family. I think we all hope
that some of our artworks will be treasured in perpetuity.

Stay safe everyone and let’s hope it’s not too long before we can meet and greet again. Keep sharing your art online
as we all know, it does lift the spirits.
John Canham
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4 Still Life Paintings by John

THE GRAPEVINE
David Paton is recovering well, and Peter Mcdonald is home awaiting further treatment after almost 2
weeks in hospital. Best wishes to you both Dave and Peter for your continued recovery.

CORRIDOR ART SPACE TRADES HALL

CORRIDOR ART SPACE at the Trades Hall is up and running. Please contact me to exhibit in that space.
Susan Clarke bsamember16@gmail.com ph 0409 431 960

MERCURE EXHIBITION 27th Jan – 8th March 2021

I have a list of people who are interested in exhibiting. Contact me if you wish to be added to this
list. Everyone participating will need to send me their list of 4 pictures, prices and mediums prior to
January 10th at the latest so that I can work on a catalogue. If what you have sent me before remains
current, then I will keep that list as is.
Susan Clarke bsamember16@gmail.com ph. 0409 431 960 for further information.
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NOVEMBER’S COMPETITION ‘TRANSPORT’

“Transport” Watercolour by Brian Lawrence

“Transport” Watercolour by Barry Walters

“Rail Bridge at Navigators” by John Canham

“Rally Driving” by Marg McKee

“Transport” by Colleen Simmons
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“Six Days on the Road” by Jon Lam

“Steam Train at Lealholm, North Yorkshire Moors Railway”, Acrylic on Paper by David Paton

NOVEMBER’S FEATURED ARTIST IS BRIAN LAWRENCE

Ballarat Society of Artists, Inc » Brian Lawrence
Brian has always enjoyed painting and sketching “en plein air” (on site) when the weather allows. Over the
years he has developed a keen eye and is always on the lookout for interesting subjects such as weather
worn faces and unusual buildings etc.
For a few years now Brian has concentrated on water colour painting which he hopes “to do justice to one
day”. His mantra is “my next painting will be my best”.
Although he has travelled extensively in England, Canada, Italy and India, Brian’s heart has always been in
Scotland where his journey began.
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Brian Lawrence was born in Ayr on the West Coast of Scotland. His early years were not steeped in
Academia but forged amidst the sights and sounds of the wharfs, fishing trawlers and trains.
In spite of receiving little encouragement as a child, this proved to be an ideal environment for the budding
artist to develop his natural talent.
Brian was initially self-taught, but after a serious back injury, he decided to enrol in neighbourhood art
groups. This led to him being mentored by artists such as Joel Magpayo and Greg Smith.
Brian has come a long way from his humble beginnings. Instead of early discouragement, his work now has
earned him more than 100 awards in art circles such as:
ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW – Four times winner and blue ribbon for portraiture
SUNBURY -Best in Show 2010 and many other awards.
BALLARAT SOCIETY OF ARTISTS Awards include: - Best in Show 2014. Twice winner of Artist of the Year.
ballaratartists.asn.au

Brian’s studio

‘St Kilda Pier’ by Brian

‘Covid Pain’ by Brian

“Off to the Lake” by Brian

7

“Melbourne Bridge” by Brian

“Waiting for the Tide” by Brian

An exhibition of colourful works
inspired by a journey into the use of
colour in Lino print.

Susan Clarke is a member of
Goldfields Printmakers and the
Ballarat Society of Artists inc.

Macspace at Radmac in Armstrong
Street for All of November 2020,
9 am – 4.30 pm daily
(Except Saturday/Sunday)
ALL ARTWORKS ARE FOR SALE

Contact Colleen Simmons if you would like to have your art printed on Coasters.
Great Christmas gift idea. Colleen has printed BSA members artwork on both
coffee cups and coasters. They have proven to be great gifts.
Colleen is the BSA member who organised our web site and continues to update
our online shop. And a splendid job she has done too. Take a bow Colleen.
Only 4 or 5 BSA members have taken advantage of the online shop so give
Colleen a call to organise having your work online.
Colleen has used one of her figure paintings to create this set of coasters.
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A THOUGHT - FROM BRIAN
A THOUGHT

There are two days in every week about which we should not worry,
Two days which should be kept free from fear and apprehension.
One of these days is Yesterday with all its mistakes and cares,
Its faults and blunders, its aches and pains.
Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.
All the money in the world cannot bring back yesterday.
We cannot undo a single act we performed;
We cannot erase a single word we said.
Yesterday is gone forever.
The other day we should not worry about is Tomorrow
With all its possible adversities, its burdens,
Its large promise and its poor performance;
Tomorrow is also beyond our immediate control.
Tomorrow's sun will rise,
Either in splendour or behind a mask of clouds, but it will rise!
Until it does, we have no stake in tomorrow,
For it is yet to be born.
This leaves only one day, Today.
Any person can fight the battle of just one day.
It is when you and I add the burdens of those two awful eternities
Yesterday and Tomorrow that we break down.
It is not the experience of Today that drives a person mad,
It is the remorse or bitterness of something which happened yesterday
And the dread of what tomorrow may bring.
Let us, therefore, live but one day at a time.
9

LYN COOKE’S NOVEMBER EXHIBITION

Lyn Cooke will be exhibiting recent paintings during the month of November at 59 Bridge Mall, Ballarat.
The Gallery is open from 10 to 4, Thursday to Saturday.
ALL WELCOME!

DAYLESFORD ROTARY ONLINE ART SHOW

A big congratulations to Sue and Francis for their wins. Well done to you!
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Happy Painting, keep safe.
Denise Adams (Newsletter Editor)
denise_cobb@outlook.com
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