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OCTOBER 2020
CONTACTS
President: John Canham
johndavidcanham@outlook.com

MONTHLY
PAINTING
COMPETITION

H: 53314305

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

M: 04 0805 1381

Transport
Black and White

Secretary: Sharmaine Riches
balsa.secretary@gmail.com M: 04 0032 3066
Assistant Secretary: Susan Clarke
bsamember16@gmail.com M: 04 0943 1960

It’s snowing in Ballarat East as I put this Newsletter
together on Friday afternoon. This is the scene that
greeted me as I entered
our garden. WOW!

Treasurer: Allan Moody
agmoody73@gmail.com

M: 04 1434 4230

The best kind of friends
Are the kind you can sit on a porch and swing with,
Never say a word,
And then walk away feeling like it was the best
conversation
you've ever had.

Congratulations to John Canham and
Karen as winners of last month’s Still Life
competition. Next month is TRANSPORT.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
OCTOBER 2020
Hi Everyone.
I hope this report finds you all well and in better spirits with the relaxing of Pandemic
restrictions. Hopefully, we can look forward to even more freedoms in the coming weeks.
Although cancellation of the September Mercure exhibition was expected, Susan Clarke, the
exhibition coordinator, has managed to secure another booking for February 2021. Details are
elsewhere in the newsletter. The original booking did motivate me to produce one new abstract
work which I have for now hung at RADMAC to replace one of my older works. As the weather
improves and “rules” allow, I hope to take the opportunity to paint plein air once again with
Barry Walters an activity we both very much enjoy.
Although I try not to spend too much time in front of a tv/computer screen during the day, I
have watched some really interesting art documentaries and enjoyed seeing what others are
doing via postings of art on social networking pages. As many of you know, my brother Ray and
his family in the UK are very much “into” art and live in a Norfolk village where there are a
number of very talented and artistic people. At a time when he is struggling to cope with the
recent death of his wife Rose, that artistic network and the village in general, has been an
enormous support to him and I was pleased when I talked to him on Skype recently that he was
hoping to begin oil painting again. Despite his own serious illness, I hope that as in the past, art
will be a comfort and escape at this time of crisis, a story that we can all relate to.
David Hockney has always been an artist that I have much admired. All his life, he has
embraced the new in art, reflected in the varied art he has produced over the past 60+ years. I
remember having a conversation with my brother about how one’s art changes over the years,
especially if your dexterity deteriorates through age or illness. Work he produced decades ago
cannot be reproduced so changing your style to suit that changing dexterity might be essential
for your own satisfaction in what you are doing rather than perhaps “giving up” so to speak. Of
course many will demonstrate that is not always the case but from a personal point of view, my
dexterity has deteriorated and that may be a reflection of a lifetime of hard manual work and a
failure to paint and draw every day. In that regard, I look with much admiration at the amazing
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work of Lyn Cooke and others, still of the same high quality and detail as when I joined BSA 13
years ago.
Our permit to paint at the lake this summer has been approved by B.C.C. without charge with
dates as I detailed last month. I hope some members will take advantage of this opportunity as
the city is keen to support any venture that will add to our visitor’s experience. We are also
hoping that pandemic restrictions will allow us to hold our summer exhibition at the Trades Hall
so hopefully next month we may have more details of those arrangements.
We have not had any conversations or expect any for the time being with the Uniting Church
regarding use of BUCH. That may change if the pandemic rules indicate that groups are able to
convene but, in the meantime, we can still access our trailer and equipment. If rules allow but
BUCH is not available, we may try and convene a get together elsewhere.
That’s about it for now, stay safe.
John Canham
President

THE GRAPEVINE
Brian Lawrence shared this with our President John. "David Hockney on Vincent van Gogh | FULL INTERVIEW" on
YouTube. Thank you, boys.

Our very own David Paton, a man of many talents, singer, painter and all over good egg, endured a very
serious surgery early last week. So with this in mind David, we wish you a very speedy recovery.

CORRIDOR ART SPACE TRADES HALL
My last chat with Brett (Secretary at Trades Hall), indicated that there are still no meetings happening in the
space and I think we will wait a little longer before we start hanging there again. Please get in contact with
me bsamember16@gmail.com if you are interested in hanging there when it opens again. I don’t think
that will be too far away.
Susan Clarke ph.: 0409 431 960

AGRA (THE AUSTRALIAN GUILD OF REALIST ARTISTS)
AGRA have their Winter Online Exhibition on now: https://www.agra.org.au/agra-winter-onlineexhibition
I am unable to share the 100 stunning art works with you so please access them using this link.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXHIBIT IN THE MALL
There is an opportunity to display your work at a shop in the Mall until February. Holly Would who has
recently completed her Bachelor of Arts is looking for artists to exhibit their work in her shop.
There is no charge for hanging, however Commission is 40%. All works pertaining to Art are welcome.
Contact Holly on 04 5940 7959 or see Holly in her shop which is near the Reject Shop.
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OCTOBER COMPETITION ‘SEASIDE’

‘Seaside’ Watercolour by Brian Lawrence

‘At the Beach with Grandma’ by John Canham

‘Relaxing at the Beach’ Oil by Joan Tallent

‘Stormy Skies’ Oil by Glad Toering

LEFT: ‘Port Lonsdale,
Victoria’ Watercolour by
Marg Mckee
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LEFT: ‘Sunrise Port
Lonsdale’ Watercolour
by Peter Mcdonald

‘Mindel Beach, Darwin’ by Colleen Simmons

‘Seaside’ Oil by Jon Lam

NEW DATES FOR THE MERCURE ART EXHIBITION JANUARY 27TH – MARCH 7TH

These photos show the extensive hanging space at the Mercure.
Mercure have offered the Ballarat Society of Artists the exhibition space from January 27th until March 7th. If you were
one of the people who have already contacted me about exhibiting, then I will keep you on the list unless I hear
otherwise. If you would like to be part of this exhibition and you haven’t already indicated please contact me at
bsamember16@gmail.com and I will add you to the list.
Currently, there are about 26 members who have indicated that they will participate, and it was decided that 4
paintings each would suffice. If there are more people involved, we may need to decrease that to 3 each. I will need
to know those interested in participating by January 1st please. I can also be contacted on Susan Clarke ph.: 0409 431
960
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GLADYS TOERING IS OUR FEATURED ARTIST THIS MONTH

‘ Mallee Skies’
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‘Near Dayboro’

‘Flinders Farm’

‘House on the Rise’
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DAYLESFORD ROTARY CLUB ART SHOW
Dear Artists,
The Daylesford Rotary Club are happy to say that we are going ahead with the Art Show in Early November 2020.
Entry form Cut-off Physical and Virtual: Friday 2nd October 2020
Artist Delivery Date: Tuesday 27th October 2020
Show Open Days: Friday 30th October, Saturday 31st October, Sunday 1st November, Monday 2nd November 10am-1pm.
Virtual Show online: 30th October-till end of November TBC.
Artist Pick Up date: Tuesday 3rd November after 2.30pm till 5pm and Wednesday 4th November 9am-12pm.
Thanks, and stay safe………. Alicia Kay and Terri Oprean – Co-ordinators.

BSA ONLINE SHOP
Hi Everyone,
Our online shop is now up and running, we need more of you to participate to make it a great experience
for our visitor.
I have included a copy of the original email I sent regarding the operation and what you need to do to get
your work in the shop.
We have three artists already with their works in the shop, so don’t miss out. If any of you are wondering if
you can sell art this way, I sold a piece last week through Facebook and also sold many through my
website, it is just a matter of letting people know that we are here.
Also, I will include an image of what the uncropped and non-adjusted photos should be like.

Hello to everyone.
We are starting an online shop connected to our web page where you can sell your art. Your art will be posted
in the shop with a price for the art piece only. The customer will be directed to you the artist/seller via your
contact information and you will then communicate with the buyer directly regarding the payment method to
you, which must include the cost of P&H i.e. postage, packaging and handling (this will be different for every
sale). No artwork should be given or dispatched to the buyer until you have received full payment.
The committee has decided that for the time being, there will be no commission charged on sales through the
online shop. This will, in some way, compensate members for our lack of operation over the last few months.
There is a link below to direct you to the shop so that you can see how it will work. You will notice on the
shop page that there are some images of the artist and some of just the artist's artwork. The number in brackets
is the number of artworks that the artist has for sale. Click on the artist and you will be taken to their page
with artworks for sale. At this time, these are just examples to look at and to give you ideas on what to write.
Take a look at my Tattooed Lady artwork to see what I mean.
Things you will need to do if you decide to use the opportunity to sell some of your paintings.
1.The image must be of good quality.
2. Do not adjust the image colours with any editing programs as people want to see the real thing. I will put
a disclaimer on the shop page regarding colours as everyone’s monitors are different and colours may not be
exact. This is common on all art selling websites as settings and monitor types can cause differences in colour.
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3. If you are selling your painting with a frame you must include the frame in the image. BUT remember to
remove the glass before photographing the artwork as the glass gives shadowing and reflective light.
4. If you have other aspects of the artwork that you want to show, for instance, if you continue the artwork
over the sides on deep paintings then you will need to provide images that show this.
5. Include: The size of the artwork. If selling framed, the frame size. The artwork title and medium. The
substrate e.g. canvas board, stretched canvas, paper types (if relevant) and anything you would like to say
about the artwork. For instance, if it is a seascape perhaps include where it was taken and if you want, a little
story, as this helps people connect with the artwork. This is up to you and is not necessary to the sale of the
artwork. Personally, I like to include a little bit extra in my information but that is my preference.
I will straighten any images that look out of square, so please do not do anything to your image once you have
taken the photo. I will let you know if you need to re-take any images. Please do not manipulate the images
in any way. This is most important for the honesty of the artwork when the purchaser receives it. It must be
as close to the original as possible.
Link to the shop page. This page is not public yet so can only be accessed through this link:
https://ballaratartists.asn.au/shop
Sorry for the long email, but a lot needs to be said. If you have any questions please let me know at:
colleen@colleensimmons.com or you can phone me on 0428456229
It will take a little while for people to find us but by each of us promoting it, I am sure it will take off very
soon.
Regards Colleen

Photo before I have manipulated it. Leave plenty of room

Photo after I have cleaned it up.

around the artwork for me to work with.

OCTOBER’S JOKES; COMPLEMENTS OF BRIAN LAWRENCE
"A young man with his pants hanging half off his rear, two gold front teeth, and a half inch thick gold chain
around his neck, walked into the local welfare office to pick up his check.
He marched up to the counter and said, "Hi. You know, I just HATE drawing welfare. I'd really rather have
a job. I don't like taking advantage of the system, getting something for nothing."
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The social worker behind the counter said "Your timing is excellent. We just got a job opening from a very
wealthy old man who wants a chauffeur and bodyguard for his beautiful daughter you’ll have to drive
around in his 2019 Mercedes-Benz CL, and he will supply all of your clothes."
"Because of the long hours, meals will be provided. You'll also be expected to escort the daughter on her
overseas holiday trips”.
The guy, just plain wide-eyed, said, "You're bull-shittin' me!"
The social worker said, "Yeah, well . . . You started it . . .
ADULT:
A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle.
BEAUTY PARLOR:
A place where women curl up and dye.
COMMITTEE:
A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours.
SECRET:
Something you tell one person at a time.
SKELETON:
A bunch of bones with the person scraped off.

Many thanks to you Colleen for spending days putting the works of 3 BSA members online. I am
incredibly happy with how my works appear online. It was a chore to unframe many works to
photograph them; however, this experience has taught me to photograph before framing.
See you same time next month,
Denise Adams (Newsletter Editor)
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