https://ballaratartists.asn.au

SEPTEMBER 2019
For those who have not heard, please bring your work to Trades Hall
on Sunday 1st at 3PM, not at 10AM.
Winner of the August
competition “Birds”,
went to Linton Horsfield
for his colourful piece
while second place was
claimed by Sue Clarke for
her print of a bird in a
nest.

CONTACTS
President: John Canham

johndavidcanham@outlook.com

0408 051 381

Secretary: Sharmaine Riches skayriches@bigpond.com

0400 323 066

Treasurer: Allan Moody

0414 344 230

lsoauriashe@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
August 2019

Hi Everyone.
Despite once again not having put brush to canvas or even pencil to paper, I still find it
essential to get some sort of art fix on a regular basis. That fix does not include writing grant
applications or attending finance meetings............................. unless you have your meetings in
the Art Gallery! Even though I might have seen numerous artworks in there more than
once, I never tire of it as you can always discover something new in an artwork. As well,
there are regular exhibitions at other gallery spaces around town, including our own
Corridor Gallery, adding to any art lovers experience of Ballarat. From the 24th August until
20th October, The Art Gallery and numerous venues around Ballarat, are part of the Photo
Biennale which runs until 20th October. Get yourself a catalogue and find some time to do
the rounds. My son in law, Peter Grimes has his work displayed at Campana's deli/cafe
(Stockade Cellars) where we have utilized for part of the display, two of our art frames
painted black. I have always thought they would work well used in this way, but it does
present issues with scratching of the paintwork which would be unlikely to last long from
transportation and storage.
As advised at the last meeting, it was the committee’s intention to lodge a grant application
to B.C.C. under the Community Impact Grant Programme. This has now been completed
and submitted and is assessed in September along with many other applicants. We are very
hopeful of success but of course there are no guarantees. If successful, we would receive
funding in October and could immediately order some new black hessian art stand covers.
Last Friday, the committee held a finance meeting in the McCain Annex of the Art
Gallery. Although a commercially rented space, this was provided free by the Gallery. A
range of matters were discussed with a main view of ensuring our yearly income meets our
yearly expenditure with hopefully some left over. In that regard, we all agreed to implement
the following.
1) To start immediately, a joining fee of $100.00 to new members. This includes their
membership fee for that year of joining.
2) Put to the members at the next AGM in May, a proposal to raise the Annual Membership
Fee to $65.00 to commence in Jan 2020.
3) Have a Gold Coin Entry Fee to our Easter Annual Art Show.
4) Raise entry fee to $5.00 per painting at Easter Annual Art Show.
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4) Purchase an artwork from Lyn Cooke each year for our raffle. (Historically, having a Lyn
Cooke painting for our raffle, has always generated substantial funds for B.S.A.)
Other topics raised included: a) Ensuring the Society is promoted in the community to find new members. Tasks already
undertaken and being undertaken are; a voucher for discount membership in the New
Resident B.C.C. pack, redesign of our logo; rebuilding our website; promotion on Facebook
and Instagram; rewriting our information brochure; taking advantage of any free
advertising.
b) Ensuring all events, workshops and other forms of fundraising are fully costed to avoid
cost overruns
A number of other interesting ideas were canvassed for fundraising and if time allows, we
will talk about some of them at the meeting. All require some planning.
Over the years, many of our members have donated artworks for raffles and fundraising,
including for other local organizations. B.S.A. members should be proud of that contribution
and one which I am sure will continue. In that regard, Lyn Cooke has advised me that she
will be donating an artwork for this coming year raffle so item 4) above will start in 2020. I
am sure you will all join me in thanking Lyn for her generous donation.
We always welcome new ideas from members on the issue of fundraising or your comments
on any other matter. You will always have the opportunity to be heard at our meetings or if
given in writing, have those suggestions/comments/views or concerns brought to the
attention of our committee. You are always welcome to contact me directly.
So, for my final art fix for August, I am hoping to make a trip to Glen Eira Town Hall in
Melbourne to see the 101st exhibition of the Twenty Melbourne Painters. One of which,
Margaret Cowling, was our judge at our last Annual Art Show. The standard of work is
always outstanding and, in my opinion, world class. The exhibition has free entry, is only
open Thursday - Sunday and concludes on the 8th September. I am sure there are other
members who will be able to report on their visit to this exhibition, hopefully I will be add
to those at the meeting.
See you on the 7th.
John Canham President.
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2020 SPRING EXHIBITION FOR BSA AT THE MERCURE BALLARAT
From 21st September- 6th November 2020, we have generously been given the opportunity
to hang an exhibition at the Mercure Hotel Ballarat on Main Road. An opening will also be
provided at no cost to us. This will include a drink and canapes.
This is a brilliant venue with large white walls, organised hanging and filled with light. There
is the opportunity for Yolanda and others who paint big to hang their bigger works.
Simon the Manager, mentioned works from previous exhibitions have sold to conference
attendees. This is an exciting opportunity and one which doesn’t come along often. We have
12 months to prepare works for a brilliant exhibition. Yippee!

Sue is sitting in front of the
fireplace which is in the centre
of this enormous room.
They serve great coffee and
biscuits…..just ask Sue and I.
There is plenty of wall space as
you see here in the photos.

T
SHOW INFORMATION provided by Lyn Cooke
Charlton Show 11th-14th October. Closes 27th September 0429 436 448
Hamilton North Show 10th-13th October. Closes 20th September 0418 109 514
Portland 1st-3rd November. Gallery 247
Daylesford 31st October-5th Nov. Closes 4th October www.daylesfordartshow.com.au
Thanks for finding the time to keep us informed Lyn. Continue to enjoy your travels.
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QUOTES OF THE MONTH submitted by Isabella & Shirley
“Theoretically any subject should be just for the mill; acknowledged genius rests in Goya’s
mad witches, Vincent’s potatoes, Raphael’s altarpieces – where to start in the modern world.
Art inevitably reflects the world of it’s time, but there may well be aspects of modernity that
aren’t all that exciting to reflect upon (as a work of art)”.
Peter Smales
“The Society’s ideals are that “the aesthetic remains firmly grounded in classical disciplines,
recognising that the pictorial elements of tone, form, colour and drawing, are vital
prerequisites of fine painting”.
Amanda Hyatt
Isabella’s Reference: Australian Artist, 2019
Quotes
Don’t sweat the small stuff
Ultimately, it’s all small stuff
By Unknown

POETRY by Shirley
The small things that make me smile
Help me go that extra mile.
By Shirley Bosher

Poem
Here I sit in pain & sorrow
Wonder what will come tomorrow
Will it be the love & joy I crave
Or will it be more, of being brave.

What can be done with pain like this
To turn it into feeling bliss

So I draw with pen, lines bold & faint
Imbue with colour using brush & paint.
This lower energy I aim to taint
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By creating art that’s unique & quaint

So fellow artists big & small
Listen within, take up the call
By Shirley Bosher

MEMBER’S HELPFUL HINTS

Make your own Paint Box
These 3 photos show different views of Brian
Lawrence’s Paint Box.
1. Begin with a drawer.
2. Sections are then added to house products.
3. A piano hinge is added to attach a lid which
transforms to an easel when a prop is added.
If you would like to make one, contact Brian
for measurements.

WELCOME BACK ROSEMARY ANDERSON
"A big welcome back to Rosemary Anderson, a member who has been out of action due to
poor health. Great to see you out and about Rosemary. You have been missed".
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SATURDAY PAINTING
Under the excellent guidance of Isabella, a group of our members produced these works
and more during a watercolour workshop in August. Many thanks to Isabella for organising
this. The girls tell me it was a great success and can now happily include figures in their
works.

Here we have Isabella, Shirley, Jen and Colleen. Missing from the photo is our Secretary
Sharmaine.
Sisters, Jen and Shirley must surely be proud of their efforts seen here.
Shirley had fun capturing this image of Colleen with her tongue out. Colleen cannot paint
well until she strikes this pose. Think about that when you next paint.
Speaking of Shirley, just what is she up to here? Sadly, Saturday painting has come to an
end for 2019.
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BACKSPACE GALLERY

Mary van den Broek is a sculptor, working metal and other natural materials while Margaret
Delahunty Spencer is a painter who creates abstract works on linen. Both are mindful of the
words of Romanian artist Constantin Brâncusi: ‘the moment you are no longer a child you
are already dead’. For this collaborative exhibition, they draw inspiration from a beehive
and the comings and goings and daily rituals of its inhabitants, using different mediums to
create fresh new work that speaks of both the significance and the insignificance of our
place in the world and the universe.
OPENING
20 September 2019, 6 for 6.30 pm. Guest speaker: Julie Collins
Image: https://artgalleryofballarat.com.au/gallery_exhibitions/backspace/
Mary van den Broek, Between Resting 2019 (detail) mild recycled steel in front of Margaret
Delahunty Spencer, Domesticity 2019 (detail) oil, acrylic and charcoal. © the artists
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101 ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF THE TWENTY MELBOURNE PAINTERS SOCIETY
INC 2019 presented by Jenny Pihan Fine Arts

21 August 2019 - 8 September 2019
Glen Eira City Council Art Gallery
Cnr. Glen Eira and Hawthorn Rds; CAULFIELD VICTORIA 3162
The Gallery will be open from Thursdays to Sundays 10am - 5pm from Thursday 22nd
August until Sunday 8th September. Free Admission - over 150 paintings for sale.
CURRENT MEMBERS 2019
Angela Abbott, Greg Allen, Fiona Bilbrough, Bill Caldwell, Margaret Cowling, {Secretary)
Stephen Doyle (Vice-president) Jennifer Fyfe (new member), Ray Hewitt (President) Amanda
Hyatt,(Treasurer), Lee Machelak, Barbara McCallum, Paul McDonald Smith, Ross Paterson,
Herman Pekel, Clive Sinclair, Peter Smales, David Taylor, Maxwell Wilks, and Joseph Zbukvic.
FREE ART TALKS 2019 - Held in the Gallery - All Welcome
Sunday 1st September 12 Noon Max Wilks
Sunday 1st September 2PM Joseph Zbukvic & Peter Smales
Wednesday 4th September 2PM Jennifer Fyfe
Thursday 5th September 1PM Paul McDonald Smith
Friday 6th September 1PM Margaret Cowling & Angela Abbott
Saturday 7th September 2PM Amanda Hyatt
Some members have organised to go as a group via train and tram.
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BALLARAT INTERNATIONAL FOTO BIENNALE-Liu Bolin
by Susanne Graham

I was excited when I saw in the Biennale’s programme that Chinese artist Liu Bolin
was the opening artist this year. I have followed his work for quite a while and
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to attend his talk on Saturday and see his exhibition,
Camouflage at the Gallery.
For those of you unfamiliar with his work, his photography is unusual in that he
paints himself into the pictures. He describes himself as not the photographer but as
the director and performer of his work. He chooses a location, then works out where
he wants to be positioned and then he stands and his crew paints him so that he
disappears into the background, this can take many hours. In some of his work he
disappears altogether and in others he becomes transparent almost ethereal.
“By making myself invisible, I try to explore and question the contradictory and often
inter-cancelling relationship our civilization and its development.”
Lui works and lives in Beijing, walking a fine line between his art and the policies of
China’s government. Originally working as a sculptor his practiced changed when
the studio where he lived and worked in the independent Suojia Artist Village was
demolished by the government. Standing in the demolition sight he painted himself
into the background as a protest to being set adrift, without the civic rights that are
linked to household registration, and who did not have access to housing and public
services. Since then through his work he has sought to make public comments both
in China and overseas.
I find his work fascinating in its detail and his ability to make a subtle comment that
can be disturbing to the viewer. I recommend that if you get the chance go and have
a look at his work. You do have to pay to see the exhibition, so be prepared.
Susanne Graham
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WINTER DRAWING WITH POD
Sunday 11:00-14:00 at Eureka Centre Ballarat.
Bring your drawing materials and something to eat and drink.
WORKSHOP with Sharmaine

Discounted price
of $60
for Society Members

Acrylic Pouring classes being held at "I Made It Creative Cafe" in Sebastopol
on Saturdays 7th & 14th Sept.
All materials supplied, starting at 4.30 pm and finishing 6.30 pm
with a beautiful coffee and cake all-inclusive for $100.
Challenge your inner artist and try something new and
take 2 pieces of your artwork home.

During coffee time we can chat about any other things you
might want to explore.
Contact me for details on upfront payment as a lot of prep work
needed and I need to know the # of people coming.
(Sharmaine: 0400 323 066)

ARTWORK FOR SALE
Facebook Page: Art by Shar
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SEPTEMBER GUEST SPEAKER-ALLISON PARKINSON

Alison Parkinson is a wonderful portrait artist, sculptor and now jewellery designer.
Many would know her from the portrait and life classes she used to run at the Ballarat Art
Gallery and the recent exhibition People and Places that she had with Alan Leishman in
Backspace. Her gallery at Newlyn Nth/Mt Prospect is open on Saturdays from 12 till 4 p.m.
We look forward to having Alison as our guest speaker at our September meeting.
Sue Clarke

SEBASTOPOL TUESDAY PAINTERS
Several members, together with other artists, paint on Tuesdays at the Old School Building
opposite The Sebastopol Bowling Club on Yarrowee Street. Lyn, Alma, Gladys, Irma, Shirley
and I are some who attend on Tuesdays. We are looking for more painters to join.
Some of the ladies have been attending for 34 years. In March 2020 there is an opportunity
to hang our work in an exhibition at the venue. This exhibition will be held in conjunction
with works from the Life Classe members who also use this venue. Our room is downstairs,
giving easy access to the kitchen, toilet and carpark.
Please give me a call if you are interested (Denise 0410 291 950).

MONTHLY PAINTING COMPETITION
September
October
November
December

Abstract
Miniature 4”x4”
Nudes
Black and White
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Saturday 7th September
Brown Hill Uniting Church
Humffray Street North
Ballarat
10:30am.
Please bring a plate to share for lunch.
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